>1f\TENT COOPERATION TREA-t^V 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT/GBOO/00390 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
unitea oiaies raienL ana i raoemarK 
Office 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C.20231 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
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Priority date (day/month/year) 
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BROWN, Karen, Leanne et a! 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

I X| in the demand filed with the Internationa) Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

19 August 2000(19.08.00) 



I I in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election | X | was 
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made before the expiration of 1 9 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 
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THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PFC 1444 PCT 



IMPORTAMT N07TFICATT0N 



International application No. 
PCT/GBOO/00390 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
09/02/2000 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
15/02/1999 


Applicant 

JOHNSON MATTHEY PUBLIC LIMITED COMPANY at al. 



1 , The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the Intemationai Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 



3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the Intemationai Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by perfomning certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 
39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the Intemationai Bureau with Fomn PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be fumished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the intemationai preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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Fuerbass, C 

Tel.449 89 2399-8132 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PFC 1444 PCT 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/GBOO/00390 


International filing date (day/wonih/year) 
09/02/2000 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
15/02/1999 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or nal 
D21H 15/02 


tional classification and IPC 


Applicant 

JOHNSON MATTHEY PUBLIC LIMITED COMPANY et al. 



-ru:* *: t « . ^^-.rr^xr^-^rtr^r^ ror»«rt„hrae Koisn.nror^arc^H h\/ thic Internationa! Preliminary Exam 

and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT), 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Basis of the report 



II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 




VIII 


□ 



citations and explanations suporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 
1 9/08/2000 


Date of completion of this report 
16.11.2000 


Name and mailing address of tiie international 
preliminary examining authority: 

^ European Patent Office 
^ D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523856 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized officer y:^e^^^*^t>^ 

^ s t 

Tierret. M \\ }] 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 8977 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/G BOO/00390 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17).): 
Description, pages: 

1-15 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -25 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/2-2/2 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the 
intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fomn. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the intemational application as filed has been fumished. 

□ The statement that the infomnation recorded in computer readable fomi is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been fumished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/G BOO/00390 



□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the annendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-25 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-25 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-25 




No: 


• Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY international application No. PCT/G BOO/00390 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

Ad V: 

Compared to the document EP-A-0875524, representing the nearest prior art and 
describing non-woven fibre webs comprising fibers ranging in length from 0.05 to 
300 mm, independant claims 1 and 2 as main novel feature prescribe a proportion 
of 20% fibers having a length less than 3 mm. The novel feature provides good 
hydratation of the substrate even at high current densities. None of the documents 
cited in the search report are concerned with the problem to be solved or 
prescribe the specific fibre distribution, so that independant claims 1 and 2 as non- 
obvious alternatives meet the requirements of Article 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. The 
same applies to the other independant claims, which refer back to the webs of 
claims 1 and"2. The industrial applicability is evident. 



Ad VII: 

The typing error in claim 6 should be corrected ("greater than 5"). 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1 ) (EPO-April 1997) 




PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicants or agents file reference 
PFC1444 PCT 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Notification of Transmittal of International 
Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 



International application No. 
PCT/G BOO/00390 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
09/02/2000 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
15/02/1999 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
D21H 15/02 



Applicant 

JOHNSON MATTHEY PUBLIC LIMITED COMPANY et al. 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this international Preliminary examining MUi.,or.iy 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36; 
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Description, pages: 
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Claims, No.: 

1-25 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/2-2/2 
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2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in th 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (und r Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the 
intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable fomn. 
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□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable fomn is identical to the written sequence 
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□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 
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Claims 




inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 
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Industrial applicability (lA) 
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VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the fomri or contents of the international application have been noted: 
se separate sheet 
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Ad V: 

Compared to the document EP-A-0875524, representing the nearest prior art and 
describing non-woven fibre webs comprising fibers ranging in length from 0.05 to 
300 mm, independant claims 1 and 2 as main novel feature prescribe a proportion 
of 20% fibers having a length less than 3 mm. The novel feature provides good 
hydratation of the substrate even at high current densities. None of the documents 
cited in the search report are concerned with the problem to be solved or 
prescribe the specific fibre distribution, so that independant claims 1 and 2 as non- 
obvious alternatives meet the requirements of Article 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. The 
same applies to the other independant claims, which refer back to the webs of 
claims 1 and 2. The industrial applicability is evident. 



Ad VII: 

The typing error in claim 6 should be corrected ("greater than 5"). 
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(54) Tide: NONWOVEN WEB 




r cu ^ w^*^ comprising a plurality of fibres in the x- and y-direction of average length greater than 5mm and a plurality 

of fibres of average length less than 3mm wherein at least a proportion of the fibres of average length less than 3mm are orientated in the 
z-direction, and wherem the proportion of fibres of average length less than 3mm is at least 20% of the total weight of fibres and wherein 
the density of the non-woven fibres web is from O.lg/cm^ to 035g/cm3 is disclosed. Also disclosed is a gas diffusion substrate a gas 
diffusion electrode and a membrane electrode assembly comprising said non-woven fibre web. 
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4 November 1998 (1998-11-04) 

page 3, column 3, line 22 - line 48 
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filing date 

'L' document which may throw doubts on pfiortty claim(a)or 
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"O* document raferring to an oral dledoeure, use, exhibitton or 
other means 

*P' document pubtlahed prior to ttve international fQIng date tsut 
later than the priority date claimed 



T* later documsnt published after the intematkmai filing date 
or priority date and not tn oonfOct with the application but 
cited to undarstand the fmctple or theory underlying the 
invention 

'X* document of particular relevance: the claimed Invention 
canrwt be considered novel or cannot be oonsidersd to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

"Y* document of particular relevanoe: the claimed invention 

canrKft be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document Is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person ekiUed 
in the art 

document member of the same patent family 
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